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7/27/11 0600 hrs:  Detectives Cloyd Steiger and Michael Ciesynski of the Seattle Police Homicide Unit arrived at the King County 

Jail.  At the request of the Illinois State Police and the DeKalb County, Illinois State’s Attorney’s office, we were extraditing Jack 

Daniel McCullough, (AKA: John S. Tessier) from Seattle to Sycamore, Illinois to face a murder charge there. 

 

After retrieving him from the jail, we took him across the street to Seattle Police Headquarters and the Homicide unit office.  Once 

there he was placed in a holding cell.  He was offered, and accepted, a cup of coffee. 

 

About forty minutes later, we left for the airport.   

 

While at the airport, he referred to the Casey Anthony case, saying that it took her a long time to get acquitted, but “she walked off free 

just like I’m going to.” 

(He again referred to Casey Anthony while we were in flight). 

 

During our early contact with McCullough, he was very friendly and chatty, speaking of things unrelated to the murder he has been 

charged with.   He continued to speak to us at the airport and after we boarded the plane.  He discussed things like former officers he 

had worked with that later became Seattle Police officers that we knew. 

After we had been airborne about forty-five minutes, McCullough said, “Pay attention to how long it takes to get from Chicago to 

Sycamore.  The timeline is everything and is very important.”  He continued speaking of the timeline, and how he could not have 

committed this crime, since he left Chicago at five PM.  He said that the crime occurred at six PM, and he could not have made it to 

Sycamore in time.  He said the media would have a “field day” when they figure it out.   

McCullough was talking about the notoriety of this case and of him. He seemed happy about it and smiled when he said, “It’s a big deal 

when CBS wants to talk to you.  I’ve been in contact with Greg Fisher from 48 Hours.  He’ll probably be there when we get to 

Sycamore.” 

 

McCullough described Maria as looking like a “beautiful little Barbie doll.” 

At that point, Detective Ciesynski asked for clarification about what he was saying, and drew  a diagram of the area from Janesville, 

Wisconsin to Springfield, Illinois, and the relative distances between Chicago, Rockford and Sycamore.  McCullough indicated that at 

the time of this incident, the most direct route from Sycamore to Chicago was by way of Highway 64, with a distance of about sixty 

miles.  McCullough estimated that the distance between Sycamore and Rockford was about thirty-five miles. 

He asked his which phone the collect call from Rockford to his home was made from.  He said that if he knew that, it would jog his 

memory.  I, (Detective Steiger) told him that I thought it was made from the train station, though I wasn’t sure.  I said, “Didn’t you call 

after you got off the train in Rockford?”  He said that he didn’t take the train at all that day.  He said that when he was leaving the army 

physical he met up with “Some guy” who was driving to Rockford.  He said that he thought to himself that Rockford is toward 

Sycamore, so he rode with the guy there.  He said that he called home, but his father couldn’t pick him up so he hitchhiked to 

Sycamore, arriving much later.  He said that after he arrived, he crawled in a side window of his house, using garbage cans to get up.  

He said that it was his bedroom window.  He told us that when he got up the next morning his family was “very surprised” to see him. 

He reiterated how important the timeline was, and leaned in toward Detective Ciesynski, smiled, and holding up one finger said, 

“Remember.  Reasonable doubt; I only need one juror.” 
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Ciesynski talked to him about the possibility that he had given Maria piggy-back rides, but had left before someone else came and 

kidnapped her.  Ciesynski suggested that McCullough may be covering up for someone else.  McCullough seemed to ponder this for a 

moment, and then said that didn’t occur. 

 

McCullough continually talked about this case throughout the three and a half hour flight.  He repeated the “Reasonable doubt:  I only 

need one juror” comment about three times. 

 

He, at one point made the comment, “Maria was taken 120 miles south.  I never went south.”  He also said that if he were going to 

dump a body, he would dump it in the Kishwaukee River, where he used to go shooting all the time. 

 

During the flight, the conversation went back and forth between the murder case and non-related conversation.  At one point while 

discussing something completely unrelated to the murder, McCullough and I had a conversation about how time compresses the older 

you get. He enthusiastically agreed, saying that he can “remember thirty years ago like it was yesterday.”  He told us that he has “total 

recall.” 

 

Once we landed, we were met by Chicago Police and Illinois State Police.  We were taken to a Chicago police facility at O’Hare, then 

transferred in to an SUV and driven by State Police toward Sycamore. 

En route, he again spoke of the timeline and how long it takes to get from Chicago to Sycamore and how that disqualifies him as a 

suspect.   

 

Since McCullough had not eaten that day, we asked the agents driving us to find somewhere we could stop to get him lunch.  We 

ultimately arrived as a “Steak and Shake” fast food restaurant about forty minutes from O’Hare. 

 

We entered the restaurant.  Ciesynski sat at a table with McCullough.  I sat at a table directly behind McCullough, and the ISP people 

sat on the other side.   

 

McCullough talked continually about the case.  I was right behind his back and could clearly understand everything he was saying.  I 

grabbed a placemat and began taking notes as to the statements he was making.  They were as follows: 

 

“They found another pair of girls pants with her body.  That means the guy was a serial killer.” 

 

“I don’t know where she was found.  If you told me, I wouldn’t know.” 

 

“At the time, there was an article about mushroom hunters finding her, and they suspected them, because why would you be hunting 

mushrooms in the middle of the winter?” 

 

“I would have dumped the body at Dishwater, (Kishwaukee) creek. I used to go out there shooting.” 

 

 “You have to look at the time line.  When the prosecutor hears the time line… He doesn’t want to lose a case like this.” 

 

“Wait until the media finds out about the timeline.” 

 

“I’m in good shape.  My body is 35.” 

 

While at the restaurant, McCullough had a double cheeseburger with fries and large milk.   

 

While driving, he told us about his car.  He beamed with pride as he described the car, pointing out that he paid for it with money 

earned from a paper route.  He said that there were flames painted on the fenders. 

 

Later, while driving through Sycamore he pointed out a vacant lot and told us that a car lot used to be there and that’s where he bought 

his car. 

 

While driving from the restaurant to Sycamore, McCullough continued to talk about the case.  He said that the last time he saw Maria, 

she was five years old.  He said that at that time she was playing in the street too close to Center Cross.  He told her to get back away 

from the road. 
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When we arrived in Sycamore, we drove through the intersection of Archie Place and Center Cross.  McCullough did not make any 

indication that he knew this to be the abduction site.  He did point out that his house was just up the street, and pointed it out to us.  We 

drove to the front of his house, and he indicated which window he had crawled in after returning from Chicago on December 3, 1957.  

He said it was the window on the left side of the house, (as you face the front) the first window from the front.  There were garbage 

cans under this window, and he said that he climbed on cans that were there at the time.  He gave no explanation why he didn’t just go 

in the front door. 

 

I asked why he wouldn’t be afraid of someone seeing him crawl through the window.  He said that there was no one around and that 

this is a very small town.   

 

I pointed out that it had been snowing on the night of December 3
rd

, and asked how he could have possibly hitchhiked that far after 

dark in that weather.  He said that he was acclimated to the cold and dressed appropriately. 

 

We asked if he knew where Maria lived.  He said he did, and instructed us to turn around and go the other way.  We went back down 

Center Cross, and he told us to turn right on Archie Place.  He pointed out her house mid-block on the left side of the street.  He also 

pointed to the place he last saw her when she was five and its proximity to Center Cross Street when he told her to get back. 

He described Sycamore at that time as “Mayberry” or “Happy Days”.  He pointed out several sites related to him growing up there.  

We asked if he still had family there.  He said no, but he still has a lot of friends there.  We asked if he ever spoke to any of them about 

the Ridulph murder.  He said he did not. 

 

We arrived at the DeKalb County Jail and turned McCullough over to staff there. 

 

 

 


