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Three tries later,  Campbell wins DeKalb
County State's Attorney race

Published: Tuesday, Nov. 2, 2010 11:32 p.m. CDT

For Clay Campbell, the third time was the charm.

Campbell, a Sycamore defense attorney, on Tuesday night won his third bid for the position of DeKalb

County State’s Attorney, defeating Democrat Sarah Gallagher Chami, 14,983-13,010. The vote totals are

unofficial.

“I’m ecstatic,” said Campbell, the Republican. “After losing a couple of times, victory is very, very

sweet.”

Gallagher Chami defeated incumbent state’s attorney John Farrell for the Democratic nomination in

the February primary.

Farrell was appointed to the office last year after former state’s attorney Ron Matekaitis – who defeated

Campbell in his two previous campaigns – was appointed to the bench. Because of the length of time

remaining in Matekaitis’ term, it went back on the ballot. Campbell will serve until the 2012 election,

when voters will elect someone to a four-year term.

Just before calling Campbell to concede the race, Gallagher Chami thanked a large gathering of

supporters for their help throughout the campaign.

“It was a great campaign,” Gallagher Chami said. “We’re so proud to be in DeKalb County, to be here.

I’m so proud of the campaign we ran. ... Clay has wanted this for a very long time. I know he’ll be a

great state’s attorney, and I look forward to working with him and arguing against him in the future.”

Over the course of the campaign, supporters for each candidate called the other’s experience into

question. Campbell has been an attorney for nearly 20 years, but his DeKalb County experience has all

been on the side of the defense. Gallagher Chami spent six years working as an assistant state’s

attorney in Cook County, but Campbell’s supporters questioned the depth of her courtroom experience.

For almost two hours as ballot totals rolled in, the candidates watched anxiously as one, then the other

would pull ahead. Up until the last half-hour, the race neck and neck.

Campbell congratulated Gallagher Chami on running a fair campaign.

“If I had lost this election, I really wouldn’t have had anything to complain about,” Campbell said. “She

ran a positive campaign, the coverage was positive, and the issues were laid out to give everybody an

opportunity to make an informed decision.”
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Campbell ran his campaign on the platform of addressing gang violence in the city of DeKalb. He said

he wants to create a task force with law enforcement to head off gang activity in the city.
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