
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, CHANCERY DIVISION 

 
CASEY PORTER, )   
 )    
 Plaintiff, ) 
 ) 
 v.  ) 
 ) 
ILLINOIS STATE POLICE, SYCAMORE ) 
POLICE DEPARMENT, ) 
 )   
 Defendants. ) 
 

COMPLAINT 

NOW COMES Plaintiff, CASEY PORTER, by his undersigned attorneys, LOEVY & 

LOEVY, and brings this suit to overturn Defendants ILLINOIS STATE POLICE’s and 

SYCAMORE POLICE DEPARTMENT’s refusal, in willful violation of the Illinois Freedom of 

Information Act, to produce records related to the investigation of Jack D. McCullough.  In 

2012, McCullough was wrongfully convicted of the murder of a seven year old girl from 1957, 

making it the longest cold case murder in American history.  In support of his Complaint, 

PORTER states as follows: 

INTRODUCTION 

1. Pursuant to the fundamental philosophy of the American constitutional form of 

government, it is the public policy of the State of Illinois that all persons are entitled to full and 

complete information regarding the affairs of government and the official acts and policies of 

those who represent them as public officials and public employees consistent with the terms of 

the Illinois Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”). 
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2. All public records of a public body are presumed to be open to inspection or 

copying. Any public body that asserts that a record is exempt from disclosure has the burden of 

proving by clear and convincing evidence that it is exempt.   

3. Defendants have violated FOIA by refusing to produce records related to the 

investigation of Jack D. McCullough for a murder that took place over 50 years ago, claiming 

that disclosure would interfere with ongoing investigations.  

4. All charges against Jack D. McCullough were dismissed on April 22, 2016.  

PARTIES 

5. Plaintiff CASEY PORTER is the requester in this case. 

6. Defendant ILLINOIS STATE POLICE (“ISP”) is a public body located in Cook 

County. 

7. Defendant SYCAMORE POLICE DEPARMENT (“SYCAMORE”) is a public 

body located in DeKalb County. 

THE RIDULPH MURDER 

8. On December 3, 1957, a seven-year-old girl named Maria Ridulph was abducted 

from her neighborhood in Sycamore, Illinois.   

9. Her body was discovered almost five months later in the wilderness in Woodbine, 

Illinois. 

10. Her disappearance received national attention and was subsequently investigated 

by the Illinois State Police, Sycamore Police Department, and the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation.   

11. Despite the hundreds of witness interviews conducted by the FBI alone, the case 

eventually went cold. 
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12. After fifty-one years, the case was reopened by ISP in 2008 and Jack McCullough 

was convicted of the kidnapping and murder of Maria Ridulph.  After the murder conviction was 

upheld by the Appellate Court, McCullough petitioned for post-conviction relief and requested 

that his murder conviction be vacated.  

13.   After thoroughly reviewing the evidence in the case, the DeKalb County 

Prosecutor issued a report citing numerous instances of officer misconduct. 

14. On April 22, 2016, the charges against McCullough were dismissed.

 PORTER’S REQUESTS AND DEFENDANTS’ REFUSAL TO COMPLY 

15. On April 27, 2016, PORTER submitted requests to ISP under FOIA for the 

following items: all emails received and sent by any employee of ISP related to the investigation 

of Jack D. McCullough from October 1, 2008 through April 29, 2016; all expense reports or out 

of State travel logs from employees of the Illinois State Police related to the investigation of Jack 

D. McCullough from October 1, 2008 through April 29, 2016; and all investigation reports and 

notes taken by Officer Brion Hanley, Larry Kot and any other Illinois State Police employee 

related to Mary Chapman, a.k.a. Kathy Chapman from October 1, 2008 through October 31, 

2010 in association with the investigation of Jack D. McCullough.  A true and correct copy of 

PORTER’s April 27, 2016 FOIA request is attached as Exhibit A. 

16. On May 20, 2016, ISP denied PORTER’s request based on 5ILCS 14017(1)(d)(i), 

(iii), and (vii), alleging that disclosing the requested information could (i) “interfere with pending 

or actually and reasonably contemplated law enforcement proceedings conducted by any law or 

correctional agency that is the recipient of the request;” (iii) “create a substantial likelihood that a 

person will be deprived of a fair trial or an impartial hearing;” or (vii) “obstruct an ongoing 
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criminal investigation by the agency that is the recipient of the request.” A true and correct copy 

of ISP’s May 20, 2016 response letter is attached as Exhibit B. 

17. On April 27, 2016, PORTER submitted a separate FOIA request to SYCAMORE 

for all out of state travel logs and expense reports for Officer Steven Cook  dated June 1, 2011 to 

July 31, 2011; all emails from/to Officers Steven Cook and Daniel Hoffman related to the 

McCullough case from January 1, 2011, to December 1, 2012; and all emails from any member 

of the Sycamore Police Department sent to or received from ISP officers Brion Hanley or Larry 

Kot from October 1, 2008 to April 29, 2016.  A true and correct copy of PORTER’s April 27, 

2016 FOIA request is attached as Exhibit C. 

18. On May 11, SYCAMORE provided PORTER with a set of travel logs and 

reimbursement documents partially responsive to his first request. 

19. SYCAMORE denied the remaining portions of PORTER’s request, claiming that 

the documents were exempt under Sections 7(1)(f) and Section 7(1)(d)(i) and (iv).   A true and 

correct copy of SYCAMORE’s May 11, 2016 response is attached as Exhibit D. 

COUNT I – WILLFUL VIOLATION OF FOIA - ISP 

20. The above paragraphs are incorporated by reference. 

21. ISP is a public body under FOIA. 

22. PORTER requested public records of ISP under FOIA. 

23. ISP has violated FOIA by withholding non-exempt records. 

24. ISP’s violations were willful and intentional. 

COUNT II – WILLFUL VIOLATION OF FOIA - SYCAMORE 

25. The above paragraphs are incorporated by reference. 

26. SYCAMORE is a public body under FOIA. 

27. PORTER requested public records of SYCAMORE under FOIA. 
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28. SYCAMORE has violated FOIA by withholding non-exempt records. 

29. SYCAMORE’s violations were willful and intentional. 

WHEREFORE, PORTER asks that the Court: 

i. in accordance with FOIA Section 11(f), afford this case precedence on the Court’s 

docket except as to causes the Court considers to be of greater importance, assign 

this case for hearing and trial at the earliest practicable date, and expedite this 

case in every way; 

ii. order ISP and SYCAMORE to produce the requested records under FOIA; 

iii. award PORTER reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs;  

iv. order ISP and SYCAMORE to pay a civil penalty of between $2500 and $5000 

for each violation; 

v. award such other relief the Court considers appropriate. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

 

____________________________ 

Attorneys for Plaintiff  
CASEY PORTER 

Matthew Topic 
Joshua Burday 
LOEVY & LOEVY  
311 N. Aberdeen, Third Floor  
Chicago, IL 60607 
(312) 243-5900 
matt@loevy.com 
Atty. No. 41295 
 



Exhibit A



Exhibit B



Sycamore Police Department 
Attn: FOIA Officer 
535 DeKalb Ave. 
Sycamore, IL  60178 

April 27, 2016 

Dear: Freedom of Information Officer 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. 
I request that a copy of the following documents concerning the following subject matter be 
provided to me:  

1. All out of State travel logs and all expense reports for officer Steven Cook 6/1/2011-
7/31/2011

2. All emails from/to Steven Cook and Daniel Hoffman related to the Jack McCullough
case from 1/1/2011-12/1/2012.

3. All emails by any member of the Sycamore Police Department set/received to/from
ISP offices Brion Hanley or Larry Kot from 10/1/2008-4/29/2016

    In order to help to determine my status for purposes of determining the applicability of any 
fees, you should know that I am an individual seeking information for personal use and not for a 
commercial use. 

   I am willing to pay fees for this request up to a maximum of $200. If you estimate that the fees 
will exceed this limit, please inform me first. 

   I request that the information I seek be provided in electronic format, and I would like to 
receive it on a personal computer disk [or a CD-ROM]. 

   I also include a telephone number at which I can be contacted at any time, to discuss any aspect 
of my request. 

    Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

    Sincerely, 

   Casey Porter 
   19351 Firlands Way N. 
   Shoreline, WA 98133 
   206-965-0750 

Exhibit C

tel:206-965-0750


Exhibit D






